



SANDHOE PARISH COUNCIL
The minutes of the Council meeting held on Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 7.00 pm in Beaufront County First School, Sandhoe, Hexham.

Present
Councillor J Pennie (Chairman of the Council)

Councillors Mrs C Duncan, M Baxter

Also Present
County Councillor Mrs J B Fearon

Bill Grigg, Clerk to the Council

12 Residents of the Parish

Apologies
Councillor Mrs E Rodger

Councillor R MacFarlane

Declarations of Interest
County Councillor J B Fearon re. NCC application re. (planning) in regards to the Waste Transfer Station, Hexham.

Bill Grigg, Clerk to the Council re. Website.  P Rodger is Webmaster for Acomb Parish Council and P Rodger does some freelance design work for the company B Grigg is employed by.

1.
The minutes of the Council meeting held on the 20th  May 2010
The minutes of the Council meeting held on the 20th  May 2010 were agreed as a correct record and duly signed.

2.
Matters arising from the minutes of the Council meeting held on the 20th May 2010

a)
Ref. 8a/b Noticeboards
It was reported that the two noticeboards were in order and updated and there appeared to be no problems.

b)
Ref. 10 Clearing of Footways
Castle Hill Developments have completed the clearing of the footways etc on behalf of the Council.

c)
Ref. B
Still no reply from NCC Rights of Way Section.  Clerk to follow up again.

3.
New Parish Website
a)
At this stage of the meeting the Chairman proposed standing orders be postponed to allow a full discussion and demonstration on this issue.  This was fully agreed by all Councillors present.

The Chairman of the Council Councillor J Pennie asked P Rodger to demonstrate the new site and explain the system fully to Councillors and residents.

P Rodger explained the system fully including members' own space and he was not allowed to place anything on the site before clearance from the Clerk and if the Clerk needed more clearance it would go to the Chairman of the Council.

It was agreed training would be organised for Councillors.  The Clerk and P Rodger would organise a date and venue that would be suitable for members. .

b)
Confirmation of new website
The Chairman proposed the Council return to full Council.  This was fully agreed by the Council.

It was fully agreed P Rodger would be the Council's Webmaster and he could place nothing onto the website without first consulting the Clerk and the site would be fully active from the date of this meeting.

4.
Egger Issues
The next meeting of the Egger Liaison Working Group should take place in November.  The up to date report from the Regulators should be published by then and it is hoped members of the Working Group will be able to view the log handling machine working.

Residents have reported working at nights and this has been reported to N Barratt  NCC (Area Environmental Manager).  It was agreed copies of the correspondence would be forwarded to the Clerk.

There is still some work to be done in regards replacement trees.  Councillor J Pennie is dealing with this matter. 

5.
Planning Matters
a)
There are no current planning applications to the date of the meeting. The waste transfer station at Hexham application was dealt with by circulation all members responding supported the application. 

b)
Planning Decisions

Ref. 2010533 (Retrospective Application)

2 new fascia signs and re-positioning of 2 existing signs, Unit A,      Bridge End Industrial Estate, Hexham.

Granted permission under delegated powers 02/09/10.

6.
Financial Matters

a)
Suggested alteration to procedures from the Council's Internal Auditor
In the minutes of September 2009 there are confirmed payments to J Herdman for £82.50 (cheque 416) and the Rat Inn for £84.00 (cheque 417) and to R McFarlane for £29.99 (cheque 419).  Payments of this nature can be covered under Section 137 of the Local Government Act.  However when approving such payments there needs to be a proposal from one of the Councillors indicating that the payments are being met under Section 137, and accepted by the majority after seconding by another Councillor.  The minutes need to show that Section 137 was invoked to cover such payment, together with a wider explanation of the circumstances involved.

However as Council minutes are available for scrutiny by the general public it would perhaps be prudent for the Council to formulate a policy to cover such occasions.  In the case in question, it is only right and proper that such exceptional performance should not be allowed to pass without due recognition and such a policy would ensure that the whole process is entirely transparent.

It was fully agreed that in future any gifts purchased in recognition of service would be discussed by the Council first and the necessary action agreed by the Council.

It was felt that Councillors would contribute to such a gift in future by a private collection.  Under special circumstances for outstanding service Section 136 would be considered by the Council and a decision decided.  It was fully agreed this be the policy of the Council.

Income

           NCC half year precept £2800.00

b)
Payments









£

20/05/10
A Tweddle (locks - Sandhoe noticeboard)
  30.00

08/06/10
W C Grigg (fees)



220.00

08/07/10
W C Grigg (fees)



220.00

08/08/10
W C Grigg (fees)



220.00

08/09/10
W C Grigg (fees)



220.00

08/09/10
NCC Rent of Room



  15.00

08/09/10
Dell (cartridges)



  42.92

08/09/10
W C Grigg (administration)


  48.00

08/09/10
J Robinson (copying)



    6.00

08/09/10
NCC (election costs)



250.00

08/09/10
Castle Hill Developments (footways)

225.00

08/09/10
R MacFarlane (website costs)                        45 74 

c)
Bank Mandate
It was agreed a new mandate for the bank be provided for HSBC Bank, Hexham.  All Councillors plus the Clerk would be signatories. Each cheque or bank transaction would have two Councillors' signatures plus the Clerk's. 

7a)
Appointment to the Egger Liaison Working Group
It was agreed Councillor J Pennie and Councillor Mrs C Duncan together with the Clerk B Grigg be appointed to the group.  County Councillor Mrs J B Fearon will also serve on the Working Group as County Councillor for the Ward.

7b)
Council's Voting Representative on the East Tynedale Community Forum
Councillor Mrs C Duncan was appointed to be the voting member should voting take place at the East Tynedale Community Forum.  If she is not able to attend she will circulate Council Members and hopefully someone else will be able to represent the Council.  Any members of the Council can attend these meetings.

8.
To reconsider Membership of the Central Community Forum (Hexham)
The Council discussed fully becoming a member of the Central Community Forum (Hexham).  It was felt Sandhoe had links with Hexham, and connections via the Business Park and Egger UK.  It also had links with the East Tynedale Community Forum area as it is part of the Electoral Division of Corbridge and other links with surrounding villages.  It was therefore agreed to ask CCF (Hexham) if Sandhoe Parish Council could send a representative to their meetings for six months and review membership in 2011.  This was fully agreed.  It was also fully agreed Councillor Mrs E Rodger would represent the Council at these meetings.

9.
Bus Stop Markings, Bus Stop, Oakwood
The Chairman of the Council proposed standing orders be suspended for this item.  Council fully agreed to standing orders being suspended.

The Council, after requests from some local residents, had asked NCC to place bus stop markings in the official bus stop area at Oakwood.  NCC had consulted the Bus Company and NCC Safety Dept before making a decision.

Following contact with the two parties agreed to place the order for markings to be put down.

Residents have very strongly objected to the markings.  They do not like them for various reasons plus they reported the bus drivers do not use the bay to park the bus and the verge beside the bus stop area is not officially adopted.  The lines are unsightly and not required.  

Following expressing their concerns directly to NCC the residents report they should have been consulted by the Parish or NCC.  The Parish Council were never asked or requested to carry out any consultation of any form with residents.

After a long discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would ask NCC to remove the markings if possible.

The Council at this stage went back into full Council.

11.
Correspondence
a)
Notice of the NCC/Parish Town Meeting (West area) 12th October 2010.  Councillor Mrs C Duncan agreed to attend.

b)
NCC Local Transport Plan (LTP)


Integrated Transport Programme 2011/12
The Council noted the contents and had no schemes to submit.

c)
NCC Statement of Licensing Policy
The Council noted the contents of the report.

d)
NCC Street Trading Policy


Consultation Draft Policy
After consideration the Council decided not to comment at this stage.

e)
The Council received the report of the Tynedale Hospice at Home of which this was noted.

12.
Any urgent business allowed by the Chairman
a)
Footway - Beaufront First School, Sandhoe
Some of the residents at Beaufront Woodhead properties were unhappy with the recent footway installed at Sandhoe First School and no consultation with local residents had taken place.

The footway/parking at the school was part of safety measures.  It was felt the scheme did not fit in with the environment and consultation should have taken place.

It was felt with planting and small environmental schemes the area could quickly become more friendly.  The Council was not consulted by NCC but they are the lead authority on highway issues and on this occasion did the work after discussions with the school.

This Council has always supported road safety measures for the school for the benefit of the children.

b)
Provision of Allotments
The Council have had no success in being able to obtain any interest from landowners in obtaining allotments for local residents.

The Secretary of the Apple Show agreed to speak to the Beaufront Estate after the Council had been refused.  If any success between meetings should be forthcoming it was agreed the Clerk and Chairman would discuss and if necessary call a special meeting to move this forward.

13.
Date of Next Meeting
It was confirmed the next meeting will take place on the 15th December 2010 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
